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Moto Contrario 
Opening concert of the Composing Nature 2025 project 
 
 
ContempoLab 
contemporary music ensemble 
of the students of the "C. Pollini" Conservatory of Padova 
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Music by 
E. Gioachin, A. Susani, E. Zordan, G. Tovo, F. Lotto,  
L. De Angeli, P. Ferreri, S. Berto, N. Grossi, G. Marana,  
D. Michelon 



 
Program and program notes 
 
CALIGOVERVNT - E. Gioachin 
for flute, violin, clarinet and 2 spatialized percussionists  
 
… They Got Blurred … 
 
UN VERSO - A. Susani  
for piano 
 
Un verso is based on Walt Whitman's poem 0 me! 0 Life!. The sounds 
of the poem are translated into notes, which capture an impression 
while stripping it of its concrete meaning. 
 
REFLEXUS - E. Zordan 
for string trio 
 
TRÄUME - G. Tovo 
for string quartet 
 
Did you know that "trauma" is a Greek word? It means "wound." And 
what's the German word for "dream"? "Traum!" Ein Traum! 
 
EURIBIA - F. Lotto 
for string quartet 
 
A "flint-hearted" goddess, she rules the sea, the winds, the seasons, 
and the constellations. A tumultuous and restless soul, yet docile and 
maternal. 
 
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE … NOR ANY DROP TO DRINK! -  
L. De Angeli 
for flute, clarinet, 2 violins, viola and cello 
 
This composition is the result of a hypnotic and hallucinatory 
deformation of a popular melody, designed to represent the disturbed 
emotions of the 'ancient mariner' protagonist of Samuel T. Coleridge's 
famous ballad. 
 
 



QUATTRO SOLI - P. Ferreri 
for violin, clarinet, tam-tam and piano 
  
The piece is conceived as an alternation of four solo moments, 
performed respectively by the violin, piano, clarinet, and tam-tam. 
Each musician becomes the catalyst for the musical discourse for a 
minute, then fades into the background. 
 
TUTTO VA PER IL MEGLIO, nel peggiore dei mondi possibili -  
S. Berto  
for clarinet, percussion and piano 
 
With my back to the wall, I slide to the floor, a book in my hand. 
Reading I live; till I can no longer see the words. A despotic king reigns 
in my soul. A heartbeat contains a world. 
 
TRE FRAMMENTI SULLE ONDE - N. Grossi 
for clarinet, violin, viola, cello and vibraphone  
 
Three fragments that recall the movement of waves, developing the 
idea of the motion of water in different timbral, rhythmic and melodic 
combinations. 
 
VISVAMITRA, l’uomo che scorre con le acque - G. Marana  
for ensemble 
 
Visvamitra, sage of Hindu mythology: Stop, O rivers that block our 
passage with your waters, listen to the bard who has come to you from 
afar with his war chariots. 
 
OLTRE LA QUIETE - A. Susani 
for ensemble 
 
Beyond the quiet comes the noise, then only silence. 
 
FINALE - D. Michelon  
for ensemble 
 
All the pieces in the concert are inspired by, elaborate and deform the 
notes of….? 
 



Presentation of the concert 
 
The fifth edition of the "Composing Nature" project, a summer music 
composition course open to students from around the world, opens with 
a concert on Wednesday, August 20th at 6:00 PM at Centro Congressi 
Lavarone.  
 
Organized by the "C. Pollini" Conservatory of Music of Padova and the 
Padova-based contemporary music collective Taverna Maderna, in 
collaboration with the Municipality of Lavarone and APT Alpe Cimbra, 
the course has been revamped for the 2025 edition. Participants will be 
offered the opportunity to work not only with percussion instruments, 
as in previous editions, but also with electroacoustic composition. 
During the week, the course participants, guided by composers Giovanni 
Bonato and Julian Scordato and percussionist Massimo Pastore, will work 
on a new piece inspired by the Alpe Cimbra region and its stunning 
natural environments. They will also be joined by the Art Percussion 
Ensemble, directed by Maestro Pastore, and assistants from the SAMPL 
laboratory at the Padua Conservatory.  
 
The opening concert will be performed by ContempoLab, a recently 
founded contemporary music ensemble born in the "C. Pollini" 
Conservatory of Padua. The program features pieces by young 
composers, current and former students of the Conservatory, all linked 
by a common reference — a thread that will only be revealed in the final 
piece.  
 
The audience is also invited to the final concert of the masterclass, 
scheduled for Thursday, August 28th at 6:00 PM, again at Centro 
Congressi Lavarone.   


